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they brought into action a host of Cossacks, who cai
insolently up, spearing the French officers in front of tin
troops, Marshal Ney ordered General Maison to drive the
away by sending at them all that was left of the cuirassi
division, as well as Corbineau's and Castex's brigades. 5
regiment, which was still strong, found itself in front of
c pulk' of Cossacks from the Black Sea, wearing tall astrakh;
caps, and much better dressed and mounted than the Cossac
usually are. We charged them, but as Cossacks never fig
in line they wheeled about and galloped away. Being, ho1
ever, strangers to the locality, they went in the direction
an obstacle which is very uncommon in these wide plaii
and were brought to a dead stop by a deep and broad ravii
which the perfect evenness of the ground made it impossil;
to see from a distance. Finding it out of the question to crc
with their horses, and forced to face my regiment, which w
on the point of catching them, the Cossacks turned, and closii
up, met us bravely with their lances. The ground was cover
with ice and very slippery, so that our tired horses could n
gallop without tumbling. There was, therefore, no shoe
and my line reached the motionless mass of the enemy at
trot only. Our swords touched the lances, but, as these we
thirteen feet or fourteen feet long, it was impossible for us
touch our adversaries, who on their side dared not back \
fear of falling over the precipice, nor advance to meet o
swords. We therefore watched each other, until the followii
scene took place in less time than it takes to tell it.
haste to get done with the enemy, I called out to my mi
that they must catch hold of the lances with their left harj
turn them aside, and push into the middle of the crowd, whe
our short weapons would give us a great advantage over th<
long poles. In order to be better obeyed, I thought I won
set the example, and, putting some lances aside, I actual
succeeded in getting within the front ranks of the enemy. 1
adjutants and orderlies followed me, and all the regime
presently doing the same, a general scuffle ensued. But
that moment an old white-bearded Cossack, who, being ;
the hinder ranks, was separated from me by other combatant
